Date:    December 12, 2014
To:	Vanessa A. Kessler, Ph.D. MDE Deputy Superintendent, Education Services
       	Brian Barber, MDE, Education Improvement and Innovation
       	Eric Lipinski, MDE, Curriculum and Instruction Staff

I am writing on behalf of the Michigan Pupil Accounting and Attendance Association.  We are concerned with the changes outlined in the recent MDE memo sent to Local and Intermediate School District Superintendents and Public School Academy Directors regarding Section 5-0-B Project-Based Learning Option – Implementation Plans.  

"A district must receive approval of a self-scheduled, project-based learning course under Section 5-O-B from the intermediate school district auditor before submitting an implementation plan to the MDE. The implementation plan for the course must include provisions regarding how the pupil will satisfy the requirements for counting the pupil in membership."  

1.  The PBL application indicates that the ISD auditor would be responsible for approving items 4-6.  Number 4 is approval of “how this project will require pupil to use diverse skills – such as researching, writing, interviewing, collaborating, or public speaking – to produce various work projects, such as research papers, scientific studies, public policy proposals, multimedia presentations, video documentaries, art installations or musical and theatrical performances.”  ISD auditors are not educators.  They are not qualified to determine if the self-scheduled, project-based learning course is educationally viable (we believe MDE or the curriculum director at an ISD would be more appropriate).  
2. In addition, it would be a conflict for the auditor to approve the course and then be responsible for auditing it.   
We support the concept of a district having discussions regarding pupil accounting requirements with their auditor prior to program implementation.  As part of this new application process, we agree that districts should be encouraged to discuss with their ISD auditor if the course "will satisfy the requirements for counting the pupil in membership" before completing the application and sending anything to MDE and that this should be the wording that is used in the instructions rather than “The district must receive approval of….. from the intermediate school district auditor”.  Additionally, that signed document should not be used as rationale for changes in FTE at the time of the pupil audit. Any number of programmatic changes may occur that could move a project from FTE viable to one that cannot generate an FTE or, conversely, the program as ultimately delivered differed from original discussions but still met the pupil accounting requirements and therefore no FTE changes should be made. 
3.  The PBL form should be modified to reflect the elements that are appropriate for a Pupil Accounting Auditor to review – numbers 5-7.
MPAAA is requesting that the wording citing auditor approval in the instructions for the PBL Application, the elements assigned to the auditor to review and the recent MDE memo be changed to reflect discussions/reviews with ISD auditors regarding pupil accounting requirements.  
Thank you for your consideration of our request. 
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