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Kelly Alvarez, English Learner Consultant, MDE
Kelly Alvarez has dedicated her career to expanding educational opportunities for urban youth and multilingual learners. With extensive experience supporting schools and transformation teams to improve student outcomes, she brings a deep commitment to equity and excellence in education. A lifelong learner, her current focus includes strengthening systemic evaluation of EL/ML programs and shaping state and federal policy. 

Christian Anderson, Data Compliance Analyst, Oakland Schools
Christian Anderson is a Data Compliance Analyst with Oakland Schools and is currently in his 26th year working in education. Throughout his career, he has served school districts across the country in roles including teacher, district administrator, Student Information System (SIS) administrator, and Pupil Accountant. His broad experience across instructional, administrative, and data management roles provides a well-rounded perspective on educational data compliance and district operations.


Anita Banach, REMC Association of Michigan
Anita Banach (bon-ick) has spent over 30 years in public education. She has worked in St. Clair, Macomb and Oakland Counties, holding roles in Communications and Marketing, Human Resources, and Technology. She is currently a marketing consultant and serves as the Communication Coordinator for the REMC Association of Michigan. Anita earned her degree from Western Michigan University and holds certification from SHRM (Society for Human Resource Management). 

Brandon Baryo, Sr. PK-12 Student Analyst, CEPI    
Brandon is a Senior PK-12 Student Analyst with CEPI. He has been with CEPI for about 9.5 years. The general areas that he is specializing in are the MSDS TSDL, General, and Early Childhood collections. Other areas Brandon works with are graduation and dropout data as well as Early Middle College data. During his time at CEPI, Brandon has coordinated multiple collections within MSDS as well as managing numerous projects that are required to make the necessary updates to the MSDS and GAD applications. This is the 9th MPAAA conference that Brandon has had the opportunity to attend and/or to present. 

Jessica Beagle, Departmental Specialist, Office of Financial Management, MDE
Jessica Beagle is a Departmental Specialist with the Michigan Department of Education who supports districts across Michigan in pupil accounting and school finance, with a focus on forgiven day waivers, instructional time, indirect cost rates, and translating complex requirements into practical guidance.

Coleen Billings, Pupil Accounting Coordinator, Ann Arbor Public Schools
Coleen Billings has worked with school districts for over 20 years.  She joined MPAAA in 2016 when she became Pupil Accounting & Data Specialist at Monroe Public Schools.  She received her Pupil Accounting Specialist certification in 2018.  She was hired at Ann Arbor Public Schools as the Pupil Accounting Coordinator in the Student Accounting & Enrollment Department in 2019.  She is a member of MPAAA and MSBO.

Laura Caballero, Sr. Integrations Analyst-MiDataHub, KRESA
Laura Caballero is a Senior Integrations Analyst with Michigan DataHub at KRESA. She provides training, support, and comprehensive documentation to help districts seamlessly integrate their student data into the Michigan DataHub. Laura is committed to developing efficient processes and delivering ongoing support to ensure the accuracy, consistency, and quality of student data.

Leah Cameron, Pupil Accounting Auditor, Ingham Intermediate School District
Leah has been with Ingham ISD for just over 10 years. She is currently serving on the Auditor Advisory Committee and is chair for the Teacher Certification Process sub-committee. She holds a Bachelor of Science in Business Management (BSBM) from Central State University, Ohio. Leah is a strong advocate for continuous improvement and always seeks to understand the ‘why’ behind processes.
In her free time, Leah enjoys kayaking, traveling, thrift shopping, and spending time with her family.

Brian Ciloski, Departmental Specialist, MDE, Office of Financial Management 
Brian is a specialist with the Michigan Department of Education, State Aid and School Finance. In his current position, he manages the financial and administrative activities associated with pupil accounting. 

Mackenzie Cooper, PK-12 Data Collections Analyst, Center for Educational Performance & Information (CEPI)
Kenzie joined CEPI in July of 2024. She works with student level data within the Michigan Student Data System (MSDS) application specializing in Graduation and Dropout data, Audit, 23a, 25e, Supplemental Nutrition Eligibility, and Direct Certification. As a Collections Analyst, she plays a critical role in the data management process, and acts as a liaison regarding student data with state agencies, Michigan Public Schools, and other stakeholders.

Janell Craig, Application Development Manager, Oakland Schools
Janell has been working in public education since 1995 and has experience at the local building, district and ISD level. She is a proud member of MPAAA since 2004 and is honored to have served on the MPAAA Board and the membership of this organization as the LEA Data Committee Representative.
Janell is currently employed at Oakland Schools as the Application Development Manager for the Student Applications where she and her team support MISTAR-Q for the Wayne-Oakland Consortium; the county-wide student information solution used in Michigan.

Linda DeHooghe (De-Who-Ghee), Supervisor of Pupil Accounting, Utica Community Schools
Linda is the Supervisor of Pupil Accounting for Utica Community Schools. Linda has been a Pupil Accountant for five years; loves the pupil accounting field and the friendships she has made through this community. She and her husband have two adult sons, one daughter-in-law, and a cat clowder!

Rob Dickinson, Executive Director, MPAAA    
With 20 years as the Pupil Accounting Coordinator for Grand Rapids Public Schools, Rob has dealt with just about every pupil accounting situation. His time as Data Collections Manager for CEPI gave him valuable insights into how data is collected at the State level, and how those processes work. He is an experienced presenter who has spoken on pupil accounting topics across the State for many years.  

 
Kelly Dumas, Director of Pupil Accounting & Student Services, Warren Consolidated Schools 
Kelly Dumas, Director of Pupil Accounting & Student Services at Warren Consolidated Schools, currently serves as the  MPAAA President-Elect. With over 20 years of experience as a Pupil Accountant, Kelly is passionate about continuous learning and discovering something new every day. 

Rob Evans, Pupil Accounting Auditor/Attendance Officer, Ingham ISD 
Rob has worked at Ingham ISD for the past 11 years and has been a Pupil Accounting Auditor and Attendance Officer for the past 4 and a half years. He has always wanted to work in education but after a brief college career, he decided to join the military and spent the next 20 years on active duty. After all these years, he’s come full circle and enjoys working closely with educators and school staff. In his spare time, he enjoys spending time with his family, playing golf, and watching sports and true crime shows on TV.

Tina Foote, Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA), MDE  
Tina has been with the Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability for over 23 years. During her time, she has been supporting districts and schools with the administration of state assessments and helping to ensure the data used for assessment and accountability reporting is accurate.

Anne Hansknecht, PK-12 Senior Data Collections Analyst, CEPI 
Anne left the corporate world and joined CEPI in 2012.  She works with student level data within the Michigan Student Data System (MSDS) application specializing in Special Education and special populations data, including English Learner, Homeless, Immigrant, and Migrants. 

Carrie Haubenstricker, Genesee ISD
Carrie has been at GISD since 2017, where she oversees the pupil auditing team and supervises various other areas of the organization. Previously, she spent 20 years working for the Tuscola Intermediate School District and 14 of those years were with pupil auditing. She has been a part of the MDE-OEII Advisory Board, MDE MI-CSI Team, MPAAA Program Committee, Michigan Pupil Accounting and Auditing Referent Group, three years as the MPAAA Executive Board Secretary, then President Elect and President for MPAAA, and is currently the MPAAA Past-President. 

Christina Hay, Application Specialist, SW MiTech/KRESA
Christina is currently an Application Specialist II at SW MiTech/KRESA, she brings nearly three decades of educational data experience to her work. Before joining KRESA two years ago, she spent six years as an IT Systems Specialist serving as Regional PowerSchool Administrator and ISD Pupil Accountant for Northwest Education Services. Her career began at Fenton Area Public Schools, where she served for 21 years, primarily as the Pupil Accountant and School of Choice Coordinator.

Kathleen Hoehne, State Coordinator for Foster Education Stability, MDE
Kathleen Hoehne is the State Coordinator for Foster Education Stability for the Michigan Department of Education. She works to ensure that the requirements for school stability for youth experiencing foster care that are outlined within the Every Student Succeeds Act are followed by Michigan schools. She has more than 28 years of experience in the education field and has been with MDE for 13 years.

Tony Howard, Technical Program Manager, MiDataHub
Tony is the Technical Program Manager with the Michigan DataHub where he assists with the technical side of their state reporting functionality. He has worked in K-12 Education for over 13 years and holds a Master’s degree in Computer Science from the University of Michigan and Bachelor’s degree in Computer Information Systems from Ferris State University.
Luke Kaiser, Data Coordinator, Clinton County RESA
Luke Kaiser is a Data Coordinator at Clinton County RESA with over 11 years of experience in pupil accounting and data reporting. He supervises a team responsible for key reporting processes, including General Collections, Early Childhood Collections, and the TSDL Report. Luke has served at Clinton County RESA for the past four years and previously worked with St. Johns Public Schools and Hale Area Schools.


Bob Kefgen, Associate Director of Government Relations, MI Association of Secondary School Principals 
Begin has been the lobbyist for the Michigan Association of Secondary School Principals since 2012. Prior to joining MASSP he worked for the Michigan Association of School Administrators, the Michigan Department of Human Services, and the Michigan House of Representatives. Bob is a graduate of Michigan State University. He is the child of two educators and is married to a school attorney...so Sunday dinner conversations at his house are always interesting. He lives in East Lansing with his wife and two children.


Mark Kuipers, 619 Coordinator, MiLEAP
Mark assumed the responsibilities of the State 619 Coordinator with MiLEAP a little over two years ago. He previously worked seven years of providing statewide technical assistance and training around preschool special education. Prior to those responsibilities he served as a special education teacher, an assistant director of a low incidence program, and a teacher consultant. Mark’s prior employment also involved working at the ISD level to implement and train on student information systems for special education.

Nicole Licht, Financial Specialist, MDE OSE
Nicole Licht is a Financial Specialist contractor supporting the Program Finance unit within the MDE Office of Special Education. Nicole has been actively engaged in the work of special education finance for the past 12 years. Prior to supporting MDE OSE, she was a team member within the business office of an ISD as a Special Education Accountant.

Sean McLaughlin, Financial Specialist, Office of Special Education, MDE - Sean McLaughlin is a contracted Financial Specialist at the Office of Special Education, Michigan Department of Education. Sean has worked with the State of Michigan for 10 years in different capacities related to special education finance.
 
Paul McMorrow, K12 Account Executive, Parchment, by Instructure
Paul McMorrow is the K12 Account Executive that serves the entire state of Michigan.  Based in Grand Rapids, Paul assists Parchment Members explore new Parchment services to best meet their credential management needs. 

Colleen O’Connor, Early On® Consultant/Part C Data Manager, MiLEAP
Colleen has served as an IDEA Part C Education Consultant for the past 17 years, first at the Michigan Department of Education and now at the Michigan Department of Lifelong Education, Advancement, and Potential. She now also serves as Michigan’s IDEA Part C Data Manager. Prior to joining the team at the State of Michigan, she was the Director of Early Childhood Education for a multi-classroom early childhood learning center serving children birth through eighth grade and their families. She began her career in the field of Early Childhood Education as a Kindergarten teacher. Colleen holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Early Childhood Education with a specialization in Special Learning Needs from the University of Wisconsin - Stout, along with a Master of Arts degree in Adult and Continuing Education from Michigan State University.


Jose Quintero, Audit Specialist, Office of Audits, MDE
Jose has been with the Michigan Department of Education for over 2 years. He is a graduate of Michigan State University with a degree in accounting and holds a Certified Fraud Examiner certificate. As an audit specialist he performs quality control reviews, financial statement reviews, and audit investigations.

Shannon Rea, Pupil Accounting Auditor, C.O.O.R. ISD/Iosco RESA
Shannon Rea serves as the Pupil Accounting Auditor for both C.O.O.R. ISD & Iosco RESA, bringing 18 years of experience in the public education system. She is an active contributor to MPAAA, serving on multiple committees and as a current member of the MPAAA Board. Shannon is also a member of MSBO and is enrolled in the MSBO Leadership Institute. She recently received her renewal certificate as a Pupil Accounting Auditor from the MSBO Board of Directors and holds a Bachelor of Arts in Communications from the University of Michigan. 



Ann Rossi, Departmental Analyst, MDHHS
Ann Rossi is a Departmental Analyst for the Older Youth and Education Program Office at the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services.  The office does statewide programming for children and families connected to the foster care system, and Ann works predominantly in the area of education, employment and Michigan’s foster care extension program. Ann has over 20 years of experience working in child welfare and has been employed with the State of Michigan since January 2009. Prior to coming to MDHHS, Ann worked for Lutheran Social Services of Michigan (now Samaritas), where she was a foster care case worker, independent living case worker, and then the Education and Training Voucher (ETV) Coordinator. She received both her Bachelor’s and her Master's degrees in Social Work from Eastern Michigan University.

Melanie Scheitler (SHYTE-lur), Supervisor of Student Enrollment, Rochester Community Schools
With six years of experience, Melanie oversees Student Enrollment and Pupil Accounting for Rochester Community Schools, where she loves solving the puzzles of pupil accounting. She swaps spreadsheets for cross country adventure with family and friends whenever possible, balancing travel with a busy household, which includes four crazy dogs.

Katie Schmiedeknecht, Auditing & Compliance Analyst, Office of Educator Excellence, MDE
Katie Schmiedeknecht is the auditing and compliance Analyst in the Data and Accountability Unit within the Office of Educator Excellence at the Michigan Department of Education. She provides guidance and technical assistance for appropriate placement, educator credentialing, State School Aid Act requirements, and staffing vacancies. Katie holds an associate’s degree in American Sign Language from Mott Community College in Flint, Michigan, and a bachelor’s degree in business management from Western Governors University.
In her free time, Katie loves to travel with her partner Nico for concerts, craft beer, and adventures.

Ingrid Seruga, Pupil Accounting Auditor, Ingham ISD
I've been an auditor since 2013, spending my first 10 years with Livingston Educational Service Agency and the past 4 years with Ingham Intermediate School District. My journey in education began in 2001, and I’ve truly found joy in my role as a pupil      accounting auditor — still going strong with a few more years before retirement (LOL). I’m also a proud mom of two: my son is finishing his junior year in high school, and my daughter graduated from GVSU this past Saturday with plans to attend PA school Fall 27.

Ben Silva, Customer Success Manager, Parchment, by Instructure
Ben Silva is the Team Lead - Customer Success Manager K12. He is based out of Denver, CO and has been helping Parchment turn credentials into opportunities for over 10 years. He oversees the statewide partnership in Michigan. 

Jennifer Starlin, Attorney, Thrun Law Firm, P.C. 
Jennifer Starlin is a shareholder at Thurn Law Firm. She has worked there for over 15 years. She specializes in the areas of student issues, special education, pupil accounting, and Title IX and is a frequent presenter on many of those topics.

Gloria Suggitt, Audit Manager, MDE     
Gloria began her career with the Michigan Department of Education in January 2005 as an auditor in the Office of Audits. She became the Single Audit Coordinator and Pupil Membership Auditor for MDE in August 2007. Among her responsibilities are both the Michigan School Auditing Manual and the Michigan Pupil Auditing Manual, performing quality control reviews of Intermediate School Districts’ pupil membership audits, reviewing audited financial statements and single audits of school districts and non-profit organizations receiving federal funds passed through MDE.  In 2021 Gloria became an Audit Specialist with more of her job focusing on the ever-changing world of pupil auditing. In August 2023, Gloria began working out of class as the Audit Manager and was officially promoted in September 2024.



Joel Thiele, PK12 Student Services Manager, CEPI     
Joel joined CEPI in 2011 after spending 5 years as an application specialist at Genesee ISD and has served as the PK12 Student Services Manager since 2019. Joel leads staff, projects, and initiatives relating to student and educational staffing data. Joel works as a liaison with key state agencies and Michigan public schools and continues to play an active role in data integration efforts to streamline the collection of data. 

Jennifer Thomas, Early Middle College Consultant, Michigan Department of Education
Jennifer joined MDE in 2024 after serving as an assistant principal at Genesee Early College and Mott Middle College. Jennifer also helped develop and lead the Genesee County Career and Technical Education Early Middle College consortium and the Davison Early College program. Jennifer provides support and technical assistance for current and prospective EMCs in Michigan while promoting college in high school initiatives statewide.


Kathi Thornton, Data Specialist/State Reporting, Kent ISD   
Kathi has been with Kent ISD for 10 years as a Data Specialist in State Reporting.  Kathi has been in the Pupil Accounting field for 23 years serving in districts from 2,000-10,000 students.  Her current position entails state reporting at the ISD level and assisting local LEAs and PSAs with their submission processes.  Kathi has represented the MPAAA for 11 years holding positions on the Planning Committee, Sergeant of Arms, Membership and Marking Chair, President Elect, President and is currently Past President. 

Ann Walton, MDE
Ann Walton is the Executive Director of the Michigan Council for Exceptional Children (MCEC). Previously she was the Special Education Supervisor/Monitor at the Calhoun ISD. She received her BA from Nazareth College and her MA from Western Michigan University. During her career, she has served as a categorical and resource program teacher at the high school level, and after 10 years in the classroom, Ann became an administrator. In addition to her teaching and administrative duties, she has served on numerous state, local, and ISD committees; partnered with a vendor to collaboratively develop an electronic system for special education for the county; facilitated the Catamaran process within the 19 constituent districts; managed the Calhoun ISD pupil accounting submissions, reports, training and desk audits; and has been a member of the Michigan Society of Association Executives (MSAE), Michigan Association of Administrators for Special Education (MAASE), Council of Exceptional Children (CEC) and Council of Administrators of Special Education (CASE).

Julie Ziesemer, Washtenaw ISD
Julie is in her eighth year as a pupil auditor for Washtenaw Intermediate School District. She previously spent 14 years working for Ann Arbor Public Schools most recently as the Assistant Director for Student Accounting and Research Services. She has a Master’s Degree in Business Administration from Eastern Michigan University.


2

